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“I will bless you…and all peoples
on earth will be blessed

through you.”

Genesis 12:2-3

All Saints Mission Endowment Fund
A legacy for ministries

The All Saints Mission Endowment Fund was established in 2006 for the purpose of extending and enhancing the mission outreach of the church through local and global ministries and extraordinary programs within All Saints Lutheran Church. The Fund is used only for ministries that are outside the annual congregational operating budget.


All assets of the Fund are held in the name of All Saints Lutheran Church. The Fund is structured so that 5 to 10 percent of the total assets consisting of accumulated contributions and earnings from the invested principal are distributed annually to worthy ministries. Initially, a base amount for the total asset balance is defined to permit distributions of a significant amount to be made.


The Fund is administered by a congregation committee to receive, invest and distribute assets. Members and organizations of the congregation recommend worthy ministries for the annual distributions.


This Fund presents an opportunity for you to respond to God’s love, mercy and blessings. A contribution will assure that you are leaving a legacy for ministries that lives on forever.


The Rewards of Creative Giving

Design a plan that fits your needs

As we prepare for future ministries at All Saints, we know that the generosity of those who assist us will make a major difference in our success. That is why we seek your support of the All Saints Mission Endowment Fund. But we also want to assure that you benefit from making a gift to the Fund.

There are numerous ways that your philanthropic giving can blend with your financial needs and tax plans. Each type of charitable gift is unique in what it does, the tax advantages it offers, and the most appropriate time to use it.

To complete the design of a plan that benefits both you and the All Saints Mission Endowment Fund, we recommend that you obtain the professional help of your financial representative, accountant, tax specialist or attorney. We trust this guide will be an aid on getting started.


Cash, Securities and Real Estate
Simple and Immediate

Giving cash is the simplest method of contribution. Simply write a check or make cash contribution. It is quick and easy. The benefit to you is an immediate charitable tax deduction in the year that you make the contribution.

You can contribute securities (stocks, bonds, mutual funds) by having them transferred to the All Saints Endowment Fund. By donating appreciated securities, you obtain two significant benefits; an immediate charitable tax deduction and relief from paying capital gains tax on the asset’s appreciation. A donor must itemize his or her deductions to receive a charitable income tax deduction.

The contribution of real estate provides you with the same benefits that are described above for securities.
Bequests
Your will—a vital document


Have you put off making or updating your will? You’re not alone. We all have some aversion to confronting our mortality.


A will serves many functions. It allows you to provide for your family and loved ones after your death and to distribute your assets according to your wishes. It saves on estate taxes with proper planning and it lets you leave a legacy without giving up those assets while you are alive.


Like many of us, we hope that you will want to leave a legacy for ministries through the All Saints Mission Endowment Fund. The task of using your will for that purpose is relatively straightforward.


A bequest in your will lets you pass on any amount you wish to All Saints. You can give cash, a specific security, or property. You can define the exact dollar amount or a percent of your estate. All options are with or without restrictions that you chose to define.


Like most planned gifts, getting professional assistance is essential.





Revocable Living Trust
Keep control of your assets


A Revocable Living Trust is a documented agreement that allows individuals to define arrangements for the management, protection and distribution of family assets. It is created and funded during your lifetime by simply re-titling assets to yourself as a trustee of the Living Trust. It is living in that it takes effect immediately and is revocable or changeable anytime during your lifetime.


While protecting your property (securities, real estate, etc.) within a Living Trust, you can do whatever you wish with that property; I.e. you can buy, sell or make contributions from the assets within the Living Trust. Upon death, your assets within the Living Trust bypass probate and make the assets more readily available to beneficiaries.


In your planned giving, you may wish to consider All Saints as recipient of some of the assets of the Living Trust. You benefit from contributions while you are alive by claiming charitable tax deductions. When named as beneficiary, All Saints contributions are distributed along with those to other beneficiaries.

Life Insurance

A versatile tool


Life insurance plans take on different meaning and relative importance depending on what stage of life you are in. Many older people who purchased life insurance when they had a young family find they no longer have a need for it.
Giving life insurance to the All Saints Mission Endowment Fund may be a good option for those wishing to meet their stewardship intentions. Donors can use a number of ways to distribute these assets as follows:

1.   Change the beneficiary of an existing policy to All Saints. Since you still own the policy, you would be responsible for any further premium payments to keep the policy in force.

2.  Transfer ownership of a cash value policy to All Saints. In this case All Saints would hold the policy during your lifetime and receive the proceeds upon your death.

3.   Establish a new charitable life insurance policy. In this option, All Saints is made the owner from the beginning and, at your death, the entire proceeds are distributed to All Saints.

If ownership of a policy is transferred to the church and the church is the beneficiary, your premium payments may be tax deductible. All potential donors can use this method, regardless of age or size of their estate.

Donor-advised Charitable Funds
Growth with flexibility


Donor-advised Charitable Funds are programs in which you can contribute to a Fund in which you define how the assets of the Fund will be distributed while you are alive and after death. Funds of this type are established through universities, the ELCA  and commercial investment organizations. Your contributions to the Fund are invested in the type of securities of your choice (stocks, bonds, etc.).


These are irrevocable Funds, I.e. your contributions must be used for charitable organizations. Because of that, your entire contributions are eligible for charitable tax deductions at the time you make the contribution.


The flexibility you have is derived from your ability, while alive, to distribute contributions from that Fund to any charity (like All Saints) of your choice.


Upon death, the remainder of the Fund is then distributed to the charitable beneficiaries you have designated, 


Qualified Retirement Assets

Costly to inherit


Today, many individuals have significant qualified retirement plans such as an IRA, 401(k), or Keogh Plan.  Once you begin to receive payments from these plans, the distributions are taxed. The plan assets are also included in your estate, and therefore are exposed to federal estate tax. If you leave the assets to heirs, the recipients must also pay income tax on the inheritance.


One way to avoid the estate tax is to contribute this portion of your estate as a charitable contribution by naming the charity of your choice as the beneficiary of the retirement plan. Alternatively, you can transfer your assets to a charitable remainder trust with All Saints (your selected charity) as the beneficiary. With this trust, the owner retains the right to the income but transfers his or her rights in the remainder to the trust. The charitable remainder trust is a tax-exempt entity and therefore you avoid the estate tax and leave a legacy for ministries.


To assure tax reduction is maximized and income to the donor is maintained, professional financial assistance is recommended.




Thanks for Caring


We appreciate your interest in the All Saints Mission Endowment Fund and hope you will consider a contribution. Your gift will help expand the mission and outreach of the church leaving a legacy for ministries that lives on forever.



May God bless you richly.

The All Saints Mission Endowment Fund Committee

All Saints Lutheran Church (ELCA)

1072 Honey Creek Road

Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904

920-426-4142

allsaints@charterinternet.com
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